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WHEN  Christmas  dawns,  what  does  it 
mean  to  you'.' 

Does  it  mean  a  hohda}-,  tree  from  work 
and  worry;  a  day  for  exchanging  gifts,  for 
feasting  and  visiting?  Aside  from  the  pre- 
sents tliat  are  distributed,  was  it  very  much 
hke  the  other  hoHdays  of  the  year? 

We  may  say  that  it  is  the  children's  day, 
when  Santa  brings  them  toys  and  candies, 
and  when  they  romp  and  play  in  un- 
restrained happiness.  Yes,  it  is  the  child- 
ren's day.  It  is  everybody's  day,  and  cer- 
tainly should  be  a  day  of  cheer. 

The  world  needs  Christmas,  and  the 
message  that  it  bears.  It  needs  them  more 
than  it  has  ever  needed  them  in  oui'  time, 
because  the  true  Christmas,  if  accepted  by 
all,  would  solve  the  problem  of  a  warlorn 
and  unhappy  world,  and  transform  it  into 
a  place  of  peace  and  joy  and  rest. 

C]iiist}nas  iti  a  time  in  wliicJi  to  rcincin- 
bcv  Christ.  It  is  a  day  in  ivhich  to  fortify 
our  faith,  and  draw  near  to  the  Father  of 
the  Babe  of  Bethlehem.  Among  the 
thhujH  we  should  reine))iber  this  dag  is  the 
fact  that  Christ  is  divine,  not  merely  some 
great  teacher  lihe  Confucius]  that  He  /-v  the 
Son  of  the  Almighty,  not  the  son  of  Joseph  : 
tliat  He  is  the  Creator  of  Heaven  and 
Earth,  not  just  an  artisan  skilled  in  the 
handling  of  hammer,  saw  and  nails. 

Many  there  are  who  doubt  the  divinity  of 
Christ  to-day,  many  who  call  themselves 
Christians.  There  is  too  pronounced  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  inen  to  discount 
His  Omnipotent  Parenthood,  and  deny  that 


Hi'  is  llie  Son  of  God.  Yet  the  only  record 
of  His  life  declares  Him  to  be  the  Son  of 
the  Highest,  ;md  teaches  that  at  His  bap- 


tism the  voice  of  God  spoke  to  Him,  saying 
"  Thcni  art  My  beloved  Son."'  He 
acioiowledged  it  Himself.  Daic  \jc'  call 

Him  an  imposter? 

He  was  in  truth,  (Jod  incarnate;  the 
Creator  living  among  men.  This  fact  His 
own  name  signifies,  Ennnanuel — God  With 
Us.  He  lived  for  us,  that  we  might  live; 
He  died  for  us,  that  we  may  sometime 
escape  the  bonds  of  sin  and  death.  He 
(Oontinued  on  page  137.) 
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OF    CHRISTMAS  — AND 
OF  THINGS   TO   COME 


By  RICHARD  L.    EVANS 


SOMEHOW  the  cusloiuary  couiiiiciits 
about  (.'Inistinas  sci  m  less  than  luHy 
satisfying  this  year.  Ti'ue,  there  is  going 
to  be  a  warmth  about  it.  There  always 
is.  No  matter  what  is  lacking — notwith- 
staiuhng  hearts  heavy  in  their  loneliness — 
tlie  spirit  of  the  day,  when  the  eve  arrives, 
moves  in,  takes  over,  and  permeates  all. 
1'ime  does  not  dissipate  it.  Distance  is 
IK)  barrier  to  the  thoughts  and  feelings  that 
belong  to  this  day. 

And  yet,  this  year,  some  things  arc 
different : 

Perhaps  more  gifts  are  en  route  to  more 
places  this  Christmas  than  ever  before. 

Perhaps  more  longing  thougths  for  the 
absent,  and  more  prayers,  spoken  and  un- 
spoken, are  in  the  hearts  of  men  this 
Christmas  than  ever  before. 

Perhaps  so  many  men  never  yearned  so 
fervently  for  peace,  and  perhaps  so  few 
ever  had  it. 

Never,  perhaps,  were  so  many  devoting 
themselves  to  the  purposes  of  killing,  nor 
so  manv  exposing  themselves  to  being 
killed. 

Never,  perhaps,  was  so  much  of  the 
wealth  and  resources,  and  of  the  powers 
and  forces  of  earth,  dedicated  to  the  pur- 
])ose  of  destruction. 

Never,  perhaps,  did  so  many  want  to  go 
home  who  couldn't. 

Never,  perhaps,  were  so  many  men  bitter 
in  their  hearts,  hopeless  in  their  thoughts 
— never  were  so  many  reaching  for  some 
meaning  and  purpose  and  plan  in  it  all. 

And  never,  perhaps,  were  those  so  grate- 
ful who  have  the  faith  that  overrules 
bitterness,  and  the  assurance  that  there  is 
plan  and  purpose  in  the  events  of  this 
world . 

There  are  some  things  different  about 
tliis  Christmas. 

You  fathers  and  sons  and  brothers,  over 
tliere,  and  down  under — you  on  the  seven 
seas,    and  you   on    the   borders   of    ancient 


iiati(ais — you  up  in  llii'  free  skies  where 
freedom  js  challenged — you  for  whom 
yearning  heai'ts  wait,  and  for  whom  young 
\-oices  pray — you'll  open  packages,  you'll 
swallow  hard,  you'll  ache  inside.  But 
theie'il  be  a  warmth  of  feeling  come  over 
you.  You'll  know  you're  not  forgotten — 
but  you'll  never  know  just  how  much 
you're  not  forgotten.  'J'here  are  tightening 
throats  "  and  tear-filled  eyes  here,  too. 
Those  packages  aren't  the  measure  of  our 
love — but  they're  an  evidence  of  it — the 
best  we  can  do  now.  Somehow  you'll 
understand. 

And  there  is  something  more  we'd  like  to 
say,  which  we  know  you'll  also  under- 
stand : 

The  world  gets  sick  at  times — and  men 
with  it.  Or  perhaps  it's  the  other  way 
around — men  get  sick,  and  the  world  with 
them.  Established  patterns  and  plans 
seem  to  break  up.  Values  change, 
seemingly — and  seemingly  morals  and  prin- 
ciples, and  the  very  meaning  of  life — 
seemingly,  but  not  in  reality.  There  is  still 
a  God  in  heaven  who  made  this  world  and 
who  gave  men  life,  and  who  set  his  hand 
to  accomplish  that  which  will  be  accom- 
plished. No  truth  is  ever  lost.  No 
righteous  cause  is  ever  lost.  No  life  is 
ever  lost.  No  plan  or  purpose  of  the 
Almighty  is  ever  lost — not  even  when  we 
don't  understand  what  is  happening  or  M'hy. 
Out  of  all  this,  somehow,  will  come  order — 
and  no  promise  will  fail  of  fulfilment. 

Another  thing  we  would  like  to  say :  We 
know  that  the  closest  thing  to  your  hearts 
is  to  come  home,  to  all  you  left — to  pursue 
in  peace  your  plans  and  dreams — to  live  in 
peace  with  your  families  and  friends.  And 
we  know,  too,  that  greatest  of  all  the  gifts 
we  could  give  you  would  be  to  keep  your 
homey  as  you  would  have  them — to  keep 
your  children  in  those  paths  where  you 
would  have  guided  them — to  keep  for  you 
(Contiuuod  ou  page  136.) 
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By  PRESIDENT  LEVI  EDGAR  YOUNG  of  the  First  Conncil  of  the  Seventy 

Address  delivered  at  the  Saturday  DioniliKj  .sr.s.s'/o/;  of  the  lloth  annual  ycncrul 
cunfercncc,  April  7,   1945,  in  the  Assembly  Hall. 


WE  first  see  liiiu  in  the  woods  on  tiio 
frontier  of  America  praying  as  a 
child  might  pray  and  the  Lord  appearing 
to  him.       Using  the  words  of  the  Psahnist, 

Grace  is  poured  into  tiiy  lips,  therefore 
(lod  hath  blessed  thee  for  ever  more." 

With  the  Father  was  Jesus  the  Saviour. 
Joseph  heard  the  voice  of  God  and  the 
divine  words:  "  This  is  my  Beloved  Son.." 
A  new  day  was  at  hand.  From  that 
moment  he  was  heart  and  mind  to  the  woi'd 
of  the  Lord.  What   a   message   for  our 

missionaries  of  to-day  ! 

He  learned  that  day  that  the  divisions  of 
Christendom  are  its  most  cons})icuous  re- 
proach and  the  chief  cause  of  its  ineffici- 
ency. They  present  a  moral  affront  to 
the  enterprise  inaugurated  by  Jesus  Christ, 
and  constitute  the  outstanding  limitation  of 
its  progress.  Christianity  is  ^\eakened  by 
its  divisions  in  facing  the  problems  of  to- 
day, among  which  are  class  hatreds,  race 
antagonisms,  blindness  to  social  justice,  ^he 
lure  of  vicious  literature,  crime-instigating 
narcotics,  and  the  spread  of  military  spirit 
in  the  world. 

The  supreme  test  of  religion  is  revelation. 
No  religion  can  be  persuasive  unless  it  relies 
on  the  principle  of  revelation.  The  living 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  be  revelatory. 
One  readily  sees  that  the  very  lifeblood  of 
the  Church  is  the  principle  and  potency  (jf 
redemption.  Christianity  in  its  pure  sense 
is  the  religion  of  redeemed  personality. 
While  all  true  men  reveal  God,  the  com- 
pletest  can-ier  of  revelation  can  be  no  other 
than  a  chosen  personality. 

By  the  power  of  the  Holy  Priesthood 
which  he  received  from  heaven,  Joseph 
established  our  true  relationship  to  God. 
Out  of  this  grows  the  salvation  yf  man — 
his  «true  immortal  life.  The  nations  all 

bear  witness  to  the  need  of  a  light  that  is 
not  of-  man.  We  can  give  our  word  to  the 
world  that  the  forces  which  are  to  make 
the  world  the  world  it  ought  to  be  are  no\\' 
within  it.     The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  gave 


a  new  idea  of  the  duty  of  man  toward  God ; 
of  man's  duty  to  man  in  religion,  pohtics, 
and  society;  of  the  duties  of  nations  to- 
wards one  another.  His  message  was  for 
the  fireside,  for  we  are  taught  that  the  gos- 
pel nmst  be  in  the  home;  it  is  "  pure  re- 
ligion breathing  household  laws."  The 
father  holds  the  priesthood  of  God;  the 
mother  is  heir  to  the  same  influence  of  the 
priesthood.  Jt  brings  the  truest  concep- 
tion of  home  life,  which  liesi  at  the  i-oot  of 
civilization.  Here  ai'e  the  children  born 
and  reared.  Here  are  the  teachings  of 
faith  expressed  in  prayer.  Every  child  is 
taught  faith,  hope,  charity,  and  love,  with 
an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God.  Rever- 
ence for  God  is  the  basis  of  morality. 

Joseph  Smith's  concept^  of  govei-nment 
and  law  was  divinely  enlightened.  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  by  Almighty  God,  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
written  by.  men  inspired  of  God  to  bring 
just  civic  life  to  the  world,  for  there  is  a 
sacredness  of  citizenship  which  we  all 
should  know.  It  requires  the  faithful  use 
of  political  rights.  He  saw  the  wrong  of 
slavery  and  advocated  that  the  government 
buy  the  slaves  from  their  masters,  and  crive 
them  the  oj)portunity  to  develop  their  own 
lives  adapted  to  them.  What  a  tragedy 
tliis  could  have  averted  !  There  must  be 
a  revival  of  civic  i^ride  in  America,  a 
keener  respect  for  law  and  order.  All  the 
written  laws  in  the  world  cannot  bring  back 
that  fine  old  love  of  justice  and  ways  of 
God.  There  nmst  be  the  spirit  of  con- 
secration, of  self-discipline,  of  devotion  to 
the  righteous  teachings  of  God.  Far  back 
in  the  ages,  Isaiah,  six  hundred  yeai's  before 
the     Saviour     of     mankind     came,     wrote: 

Open  ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous 
nation  which  keepeth  the  truth  may  enter 
in.  "  (Isaiah  26:2.)  Thei-e  is  a  conscience 
of  nations  as  there  is  of  individuals.  We 
liad  once  a  national  conscience,  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  Puritans,  Quakers,  and  the 
manv  other  religious  devotees  who  settled 
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tliusu  shores.  Tiny  knew  moral  integrity, 
nioi'iil   pui'posf.   moral  rrstraint. 

()ui-  civic  I'thic's,  our  social  idealisii! 
should  rest  sccuivly  on  what  an  ciniuciil 
lord  chief  justice  of  J']nj>land  said  : 

Ci  rilizdlmn  is  iial  iloniiiilon ,  iccditli, 
iiKilciidI   Ju-innj.  Xot    a    (jrcdt    Htcrdtiirc 

and  C(l iicatioH ,  tjood  though  fJicnc  tlilnyx 
tire.  //.s  fiKc  .signs  (uc  ihnmjhtfahiesa  for 
flic  pour  and  suffering,  chivalrous  regard 
and  respect  for  iroina)!,  tJie  frank  rccogni- 
iion  for  Inona)!  brotherhood ,  the  doing  away 
irith  war,  the  love  of  ordered  freedom, 
abhorrence  of  whitt  is  mean  and  cruel, 
ceaseless  devotion   to  the  elainis  of  justice. 

Yes,    we    need    the    old-fasliioned    ethics, 

when  it  was  taught  that  every  man 
should  give  account  of  himself  to  God." 

The  vision  of  the  hoy  Prophet  revealed 
two  mighty  truths:  the  reality  of  the 
spiritual  life — the  divine  life;  and  the 
fli\init\  and  sanctity  of  the  human  body. 
'J"he  proper  knowledge  of  the  personality  of 
(iod  and  of  Jesus  Christ  gave  foundation 
•for  the  redemption  of  the  world  from  sin. 

The  connection  between  body  and  mind 
is  a  connnonplace  of  thought  with  us,  but 
il  is  n(jt  a  commonplace  of  practice.  The 
relation  of  mind  and  body  is  a  very  close 
one  ill  which  each  affects  the  otiier  for  good 
or  evil.  We  are  more  dependent  on 
physical  conditions  for  oyr  happiness,  and 
even  for  our  goodness,  than  we  perhaps  like 
to  admit.  The  keenest  brain  and  the  spirit 
of  man  need  a  foundation  of  physical  health 
to  do  their  best  work.  The  treatment  of 
tlie  body  must  be  put  on  a  moral  basis, 
pjvery  case  of  intemperance  of  whatever 
sort,  every  sin  against  the  physical  consti- 
tution, every  wilful  neglect  of  the  laws  of 
health  and  moral  life,  is  injuring  the  self 
in  ways  too  delicate  to  estimate,  and  is  dim- 
ming the  radiance  of  the  soul.  There  is 
such  a  thing  as  physical  morality. 

Beautifully  has  the  Prophet  depicted  in 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  that  (rod  reigns 
in  heaven  and  in  earth.  He  is  the  rightful 
King  of  nations,  and  the  soiu'ce  of  supreme 
good  to  man.  It  is  through  forgetting  (Jorl 
and  forsaking  him  that  spiritual  and  moral 
degradation  and  all  the  sorrows  of  this  war- 
torn  world  result.  It  will  be  by  mankind 
acting  for  Ood  and  responding  to  his.  call 
that  a  new  age  will  come.       Move  majestic 


an-  his  \\((r(ls;  "  .Man  must  be  called  of 
.(lod  t,o  administer  in  his  hcjly  ordinances 
and  to  teach  his  eternal  word."  Must  be 
called  of  (lod!  Do  we  of  the  priesthood 
of  the  Loi'd  deeply  feel  and  deeply  know 
'what  this  means".'  "  It  administereth  the 
gospel  and  holdeth  the  key  of  the  mysteries 
of  the  kingdom,  even  the  key  of  the 
knowledge  (jf  God."  "  In  the  ordinances 
the  power  of  Godliness  is  manifest." 

If  the  |)i'iesthood  is  a  living  reality  in  our 
li\('s,  all  thought  and  action  will  be  regu- 
lated l)y  our  relation  to  God.  Through  a 
knowledge  of  God  alone  can  human  life 
assume,  its  true  destined  significance.  All 
duties  will  become  in  the  highest  sense 
fiuties  t(;  (uxl;  morality  will  become 
holiness. 

From  TIic  Improve))ient  Era. 

Of  Christmas  and  Things  to  Come Fi  om  page 

134. 
the  opjxjrtunity  to  live  in  freedom,  to  learn, 
to  work,  to  be  wanted  and  needed,  to  be 
loved  and  cherished  and  understood — to 
preserve  for  you,  all  those  things  you've 
fought  to  keep  the  enemy  from  destroying 
— those  things  you  hold  dearer  than  life, 
and  which  you  may  rightly  expect  to  find 
when  you  return. 

We  say  this  to  you  also,  wherever  you 
are,  whatever  you've  seen,  however  you've 
struggled  and  doubted  :  that  God  lives,  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  who  will  come  again 
e^'en  as  he  said,  and  that  the  world  will  find 
its  peace.  The  spirit  of  Christmas  is  the 
spirit  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  The  cruci- 
fixion couldn't  stamp  it  out  nineteen  cen- 
turies ago — nor  can  it  now — no  matter  how 
badly  men  have  behaved — no  matter  how 
brutality  and  intolerance  have  reared  their 
heads. 

May  the  spirit  of  Christmas,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  things  to  come,  give  you  strength 
and  courage,  and  peace — this  day  and 
always. 

Fnjm   The   I niprovonent   Era. 
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Church  Sends  Aid  to  Europe 

Elders  Widtsoe  and  McKay 
assigned  to  Continent 

ANEW  era  of  inission;uy  work  and 
Church  service  lies  ahe;i(i  foi-  mem- 
bers ill  European  countries  as  a  result  of 
several  actions  at  Church  heacicjuarters  this 
week. 

Most  important  of  the  steps  being  taken 
to  lend  spiritual  and  temporal  succour  to 
the  Saints  in  the  wai'-ravished  countries, 
was  the  appointment  of  two  of  the  general 
authorities  to  go  immediately  to  Europe. 
Elder  John  A.  Widtsoe  of  the  t'ouncil  of 
the  Twelve,  and  Elder  Thomas  E.  McKay, 
assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  'J'welve,  both 
of  whom  have  had  wide  experience  in 
Europe  received  this  assignment  from  the 
Eirst  Presidency. 

They  expect  to  make  contact  with  all 
European  -missions  and  to  direct  aid  to  in- 
dividual Saints  who  are  reported  to  bo 
suffering  from  lack  of  food  and  clothing. 
Elders  Widtsoe  and  McKay  expect  to  be 
gone  for  several  months,  possibly  a  full 
year,  on  this  assignment.  They  are  to  go 
alone  as  soon  as  the  transportation  can  be 
arranged. 

Other  action  to  assure  relief  from  suffer- 
ing of  vienihers  of  the  Church  in  Kuropr 
was  tahen  this  iveel:  by  a  conitnittec  oj 
Church  leaders  assigned  the  taxi:  of  finding 
ivays  and  means  to  send  food  and  clothing 
to  those  in  need.  This  committee  is  headed 
hg  Elder  Wirtsoe  udio  is  assisted  hg  VAder 
Harold  B.  Lee  of  the  Council  of  tlie  Twelve 
a)id  nkanaging  director  of  the  Church  ^Y el- 
fare  Programme,  Elder  McKag  and  Elder 
Roscoe  TV.  Eardleg  of  tlie  Church  Welfare 
Committee. 

Already  this  week  hundreds  of  packages 
containing  needed  food  and  clothing  are  bc'- 
ing  sent  by  mail  to  Europe.  The  full  faci- 
lities of  the  Church  Welfare  ])r()gramme  in- 
cluding its  stocks  of  food,  clothing  and 
bedding  are  at  the  disposal  of  this,  com- 
mittee to  give  aid  to  European  Saints.  The 
committee  is  also  exhausting  all  possibilities 
of  finding  shipping  space  for  large  quantities 
of  such  items  for  the  Saints  of  Europe.  At 
present,  the  packages  limited  in  weight  by 
postal  reggulations,    are    being   directed  to 


branch  presidents  and  some  individuals  in 
several   European  countries. 

It  ix  expected  that  the  next  few  weehs 
will  see  several  apimntments  of  mission 
presidents  to  European  countries  for  a  full 
opening  up  of  the  missions  there.  The  two 
general  authorities  ivill  assist  these  new 
presidents  in  the  reorganization  of  their 
missions,  help  make  contact  with  the  Saints 
and  assist  in  the  spirittial  and  tonporal  re- 
habilitation of  30,000  members  of  the 
ChurcJi  in   Europe. 

From  The  Deseret  News. 

What  Christmas  Means From  page  133. 

pointed  tlu^  way  which  leads  into  the  very 
l)resence  of  Him  to  Whom  Christ  prayed 
upon  the  cross:  "  Father,  forgive  thi-m,  for 
tlii'y   know  not  what  they  do." 

Will  wc  remember  this  on  Christmas"' 

Prophecy  spoke  of  Him  as  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  As  we  celebrate  His  nativity  now 
w  hen  peace  is  gone,  are  we  willing  to  open 
our  hearts  to  Him,  that  His  spirit  of  peace 
may  enter  there? 

TT7/^(f  brings  good  will  to  men?  /.■?•  it 
<inger,  selfishnes.^  and  greed,  which  so  sway 
the  ininds  of  men?  Or  is  it  the  doctrine 
of  peace  wliich  prompts  us  to  be  kind  to 
others,  to  do  u)ito  all  men  as  we  would  have 
them  do  to  us? 

Yes,  Jesus  is  the  Prince  of  Peace,  but 
He  will  not  bi'ing  peace  to  the  world  in  any 
magic  way.  As  he  has  always  done,  He 
will  grant  it  only  according  to  the  law  upon 
Mhich  it,  like  all  blessings  is  predicated. 
Hate  breeds  hate ;  love  begets  Icjve ;  kind- 
ness invites  more  kindness,  and  kindness 
and  love  beget  peace. 

When  mankind  learns  this  simple  lesson, 
peace  w  ill  come  to  them  as  a  natural  result. 
Predatory  interests  will  fade  away.  Men 
will  see  each  other  as  brothers,  each  one 
created  in  the  image  of  God. 

They  will  understand  that  to  love  (Jod, 
they  must  first  love  their  neighbours  as 
themselves,  for  who  can  love  Him  Whom 
he  has  not  seen,  if  he  hate  his  brother 
wh(mi  he  has  seen".'  The  teachings  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  will  lead  to  such  an  under- 
standing, and  wlien  that  is  reached  men 
will  learn  to  truly  love  Him  for  Whom 
(,'hristmas  is  named. 

From  Tlie  Deseret  News. 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


Mdichraii  Branch. 

Tlioiiia.s    Wilson,    I'icsidcHi ,    "  S( .    (Iconjc's 
I'ilhi,"   l'\)rrcst    li'oiul,    Ix'ondrbu.sclt . 

During  the  iiiuiilli  of  (Jctober,  Patricia 
Siiiilli  Alan,  of  (Juodwood,  sailed  on  tin; 
S.S.  i)y()(tii\ijhiilui  to  join  \\vv  liusband  in 
Kiiglaiul.  Her  addi-fss  tiiurc  is  Laulawix'ii 
I'^arni,  Looe,  Coi'iiwall,  England.  October 
Both  the  Gleaner  (iirls  of  the  M.I. A.  enter- 
tained at  suppej'  at  the  Doll  House  honour- 
ing l)a])hne  Kehl  Higgs  and  Veronica 
Jalvins  .Dalender  prior  to  their  departure  to 
England.  Daphne  left  (,'ai)o  Town,  Novem- 
ber 3rd,  for  l^urban  and  the  East  Coast, 
soon  to  meet  Eddie.  Her  address  is  No. 
8,  Alursell  Eoad,  South  Lambeth,  London, 
S.W.  8,  England.  Veronica  will  follow 
shortly.  We  wish  them  well  in  their  iieM- 
home.  October  25th,  the  closing  social  foi' 
the  Af.I.A.  was  held  and  a  good  time  was 
had  by  all  present.  Sunday,  October  28th, 
Theo.  Eayner  was  ordained  a  Deacon  and 
Brother  Alwyn  Hubert  and  Brother 
Wallace  July  an  were  ordained  Elders. 
October  26th,  the  Scouts  Camp  Fire  party 
was  held  on  Ehodes  Estate  just  above  ])e 
Waal  Drive.  About  50  were  in  attend- 
ance and  all  had  an  enjoyable  I'vening. 
October  30th,  Bi-otlu'r  and  Sister  Arthur 
(rilberson  returned  fi'oni  a  month's  holiday 
in  Durban,  where  they  had  an  enjoyable 
visit  with  their  loved  ones  and  members  of 
the  Durban  Branch.  Saturday,  November 
r>rd.  the  Annual  Belief  Society  Bazaar  was 
held  in  the  Eecreation  Hall  and  everyone 
liresent  had  a  good  time.  II  was  finan- 
cially A-ery  successful.  All  the  stalls  were 
well  supplied  and  games  Mere  enjoyed  dur- 
ing the  afternoon.  Dinner  was  served 
throughout  the  afternoon  and  evening.  The 
co-operation  of  everyone  was  appreciated. 
Port  Elizabeth. 

Rohcrf  K.  F..  T)ollrr.  Branch  President,  18, 
Caithness    Boad.    ^Yalmer.    Port    Elizabeth. 

October  18,  a  lovely  baby  girl  was  born 
lo  Brother  and  Sister  Otto' Doller.  The 
mother  and  babe  are  well.  We  offer  our 
congratulations  to  them.  October  25th. 

Brother  Otto  Doller  was  transferred  by  the 
Enilway  Administration  to  Naaupoort.  His 
wife  and  familv  will  follow  if  accommoda- 


lions  can  l)c  had.  October  27th,  Sister 
Alary  Dcjllci-  was  married  to  Cecil  James 
\Mblin.  \\'l'  offer  <jur  heartiest  congratu- 
lations and  best  wishes.  Mr.  Wiblin  was 
transferred  to  Durban  also  by  the  liailway 
.Vdmi)iistration  and  Mary  will  follow  when 
acconnnodations  can  be  found.  The  clos- 
ing Auxiliaries  Social  was  held  October 
22)ul.  On  December  1st,  the  Primary  held 
a   social.  Honour  was  given  to  Brother 

K.  F.  Doller  and  congratulations  are  in 
order  on  his  being  made  a  life  member  of 
11r'  Eastern  Province  Baseball  Union.  He 
is  also  life  member  in  several  local  base- 
ball associations.  December  9th,  Sister 
Doller  celebrates  her  birthday  and  we  wish 
her  many  happy  returns  of  the  day.  Brother 
Charles  Everton  has  been  released  from 
naval  service  and  is  back  at  ^^•ork  in  Port 
Elizabeth.  Sister  Mavis  Doller  recently 

l)assed  her  Eed  Cross  examination. 
Darban . 

Louis  iJuncan,  Branch  President,  187, 
Montpeiler   Road,    Durban, 

Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Gilberson  were 
visitors  in  the  Durbrm  Branch  during 
October.  Everything  in  Durban  is  about 
as  usual.  Brother  Harry  Spear's  presence 
is    much    appreciated.  Preparations   are 

complete  for  Branch  Conference,  December 
2nd. 
Transvaal  District. 

Norman    G.    Muir,    District    President, 
11.    Johannes   Street,    Troyville. 

The  Transvaal  District  welcomed  the 
visit  of  our  Mission  authorities.  Eepre- 
sentatives  awaited  the  arrival  of  President 
nnd  Sister  June  B.  Sharp  and  their 
daughter  Helen  on  the  evening,  November 
0th.  The  conference  theme  chosen  was 
"  The  Daily  Life  of  a  Latter-day  Saint  ' 
and  fine  talks  were  arranged  together  with 
s])ecial  music.  Morning  meeting,  Novem- 
ber 25th.  commenced  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
eveniilg  session  at  7.00  p.m.  Special  meet- 
ings were  held  at  3.00  p.m.  for  the  Priest- 
hood and  Belief  Society  and  at  4.30  p.m. 
for  the  General  Officers  and  Teachers. 
Timely  talks  were  given  by  our  Alission 
leaders  in  all  meetings.  They  left  for 
Durban  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  after 
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an  all  jllo  brief  visit.  We   are   already 

looking  forward  to  their  return. 
Lialiona  Br  audi. 

Ariel  T.  Smith,  Branch  President,  61, 
Victoria   St.,    Hoscttenvillc,    JoJninnesburg. 

On  the  21st  and  25th  of  October  we  cele- 
brated the  birthdays  of  Sister  May  Stark 
and  Sister  Nola  Troskie,  with  surprise 
parties.  Sister   Eea   Potgieter   took   the 

younger  ineuibers  of  tlie  Sunday  School  for 
a  picnic  to  liosettenville  Kopjes  on  the 
27th.  Brother  and  Sister  Sutherland  have 
moved  to  their  new  home  and  we  wish  them 
every  success  thei'ein.  Brother  and  Sister 
Doug.  Charsley  and  baby  have  returned 
from  Port  EUzabeth  where  they  spent  their 
vacation.  We  also  welcome  in  our  midst 
Brother  and  Sister  Spear  and  Vernon  on  ii 
visit.  The  M.I. A.  members  enjoyed  a 
W^eenie  Roast  on  the  ^nd  of  November. 
On  the  4th  of  November  two  members  of 
the  District  Presidency  visited  our  Brancli 
— Brother  N.  (1.  Muir  in  the 'morning  and 
Brother  Wm.  H.  Brummer  in  the  evening 
Avhence  he  spoke.  The  visit  of  President 
and  Sister  Sharp  and  Helen  brought  a 
I'ecord  attendance  to  our  Sunday  School  on 
the  18th.  President  was  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  the  students  in  their 
different  classes.  Another  very  well 
attended  gathering  was  Mutual  Weenie 
Boast  held  the  16tli  of  November  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Smith.  We 
are  happy  to  announce  that  Alice  Brummer 
is  up  and  about  again  after  her  severe 
attack  of  pneumonia. 
Springs  Branch. 

licaford  Fatter,   Braiicli   President,  67, 
5///  Street,  Springs,  Transvaal. 

Our  ]\Iission  leaders  arrived  November 
13th.  Their  visit  was  eagerly  aw^aited.  A 
well -planned  progi'amme  included  a  cottage 
meeting  that  evening  and  a  special  evening 
service  in  our  hall  Wednesday,  14th,  and 
a  social  on  the  15th.  The  spiritual  nature 
of  their  presence  was  much  appreciated. 
During  the  visit  the  infant  son  of  Jame? 
and  .Joyce  Futter  was  blessed  by  President 
June  B.  Sharp  and  named  Basil  Graham 
Futter.  Brother  Joe  Stemmet  is  handi- 
capped in  his  woi'k  by  rheumatism. 
Krugersdorp  Branch. 

David  Banfield,  Branch  President.  23, 
Sterkfontein  Rd.,   Krugersdorp;   Transvaal. 


We  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  contri- 
buted  to    the    success   of  the    visit   of   our 
Mission  leaders  on  the  evenings  of  18th  and 
19th    of    Novembe)-.         Two    line    spiritual 
meetings  were  held,   a  sacramental  service 
and    cottage    meeting.        President    Sharp 
blessed    the    babes    of    Brother   and    Sister 
Wessel  Fouche  and  Mrs.  Jacobs. 
Pretoria  Branch. 
Oliver   Cowdrcy,    Brandt   President,   412, 
Walker  Street,  Pretoria,  Transvaal. 

We  enjoyed  the  visit  of  our  Mission 
leaders,  November  10th  and  11th.  A  fine 
cottage  meeting  was  held  Saturday  evening 
at  the  home  of  the  Branch  President  and 
g(jod  attendance  was  had  at  the  Sunday 
morning  service.  The  District  President, 
X.  (\.  Muir,  his  counsellor,  I.  C  Louw,  and 
wife,  and  District  Clerk,  Doug.  Charsley, 
were  in  attendance.  Tlie  Pretoria  visit  was 
very  nmch  enjoyed  by  all. 
North-icestern  Brancli . 

Win.  H.  Brummer,  Branch  President, 
37,  Albert  Road,  Neivlands,  Johannesburg. 

Brother  and  Sister  Wally  van  Staden  are 
the  proud  parents  of  a  lovely  daughter  born 
loth  of   November.  We   really   enjoyed 

the  spiritual  feast  that  came  with  the  visit 
of  our  Mission  President  and  Sister  Sharp 
and  their  daughter  Helen.  Two  wonder- 
ful meetings  M-ere  held,  the  first  of  which 
was  attended  by  the  full  District  Presidency 
and   Sister  Mavis  Louw.  We   welcome 

back    from    up-north    Brother    0.     J.     J- 
McKnight  who  arrived  wdiile  President  and 
Sister  Sharp  were  in  our  midst. 
Ramah  Branch. 

Franl-  Donhj.  President,  387,  Highland 
Road,    Kensington.  Johannesburg. 

The  Ramah  M.I.  A.  entertained  the 
^Mission  leaders  at  a  fine  programme,  Tues- 
day evening,  November  20th.  Games  and 
refreshments  were  enjoyed-  by  all  present. 
Two  cottage  meetings  were  held  at  the 
homes  of  Bro.  and  Sister  George  Ganter 
imd  Bro.  and  Sister  Escojedo.  Visits  to 
the  members  of  the  Branch  were  made. 
On  Thursday  evening,  the  23rd,  the  Trans- 
\aal  Branch  Presidencies  met  at  Eamah. 
Bloemfontein   Branch,    O.F.8. 

C.   B.   Spear,    Branch  President,   P.O. 
Box  50,   Bloemfontein. 

r>ranch   Conference  meeting  was  held   in 
(Continued  on  pa<^o  141.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

January,  1945 

SACRAMENT   CEM. 

Again   \\('   iii(,'(.'.t    around  llic   boai'd 
Of  Jesus,  GUI'  lU'dcHiniing  Lon], 
With   faith   in    His  atoning  blood, 
Our  oid\    ac'crss   unto  (Jod. 


GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

lla|)|)y    is   tlio   man    that    tindetli   wisdom 
and  (he  man  that  gt>tteth  understanding. 

Provoi'bs  8  :  18. 


GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

And  1  give  unto  you  a  conimandment 
that  you  shall  teach  one  another  the  doc- 
ti'hie  of  the  kingdom. 

J)oc.  and  Gov.  88:77. 


SENIORS. 

Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  ser- 
vice of  (lod,  see  that  ye  serve  him  with  all 
your  heart,  might,  mind  and  strength,  that 
ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God  at  the 
last  day.— D.  and  C.  4:1. 

JUNIORS. 

'J'rust   in  tlie  Lord,   and  do  good. 

Psalms  37:3. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

Jjct  all  things  be  done  decentlv  and  in 
(n-dcr.— I  Cor.   14:40. 

PRIMARY. 

For  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by  sight. 

II  Cor.  5:7. 


KINDERGARTEN. 

(lod  is  stronger  than  the  storm, 
Than  the  wind  and  sea. 
He  will  keey)  n^e  safe  from  harm, 
For  He  cares  for  me. 


Branch   Teacher's   Message, 
January,  1945 

**The  New    Year  and   Repentance" 

I    HE    s  lent    tongue   of   the    New    Veur   is 
'        again    calling    us    to    repentance    and 
I'eroiiiiation.  Jl    seems    natural    that   we 

make  resolutions  lo  begin  worthy  project.s 
k)ng  neglected,  or  to  turn  our  backs  upon 
the  unljecoming  conduct  of  the  past.  Most 
of  us  could  jji'ofitably  do  both. 

Till'  Nt;\v  Year  is  clean,  unsullied.  While 
our  actions  of  the  past  may  carry  over  to 
mar  its  purity,  these  cannot  be  charged 
against  its  account.  It  is  without  guile. 

It  lies  before  us  like  a  celestial  path  hedged 
up  against  mistakes  and  regi'ets.  It  is  the 
finger  of  opportunity  pointing  the  way  to 
moi'e  noble  expressions  in  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions.  The  New  Year  inspires 
meditation.  It  carefully  introduces  a  feel- 
ing of  shame  and  regret  for  the  thoughtless 
blundering  errors  of  days  gone  by.  We 

cannot  deny  its  accusations  for  they  are  the 
unmistakable  nmrmurings  of  conscience. 

Perhaps  we  remember  the  unkind  words 
we  spoke  which  crushed  another's  heart,  or 
which  turned  a  child  from  the  way  of  life. 
Perhaps  we  recall  that  our  tithing  was  not 
settled  in  full  or  that  our  fast  offerings  were 
a  bit  on  the  skimpy  side.  It  is  possible 
that  many  of  us  exhibited  little  or  no 
respect  for  the  Sabbath  day.  Perhaps  we 
neglected  to  pray  in  secret  and  in  family 
circles  thus  laying  ourselves  open  to  the 
buffetings  of  Satan.  We  may  have  over- 
looked keeping  our  bodies,  the  temples  of 
God,  clean  and  inviting  so  that  his  spirit 
could  abide  with  us  always.  In  moments 
of  anger  or  thoughtlessness  we  may  ha\e 
called  upon  the  name  of  God  or  our 
Pedeemer  in  profane  language.  W^e  possi- 
bly could  have  attended  more  sacrament 
meetings  as  the  Lord  has  commanded. 
Children  might  have  been  more  thoughtful 
of  each  other  and  of  their  parents.  In 
some  instances,  fathers  and  mothers 
may  be  recognizing  in  their  children  the 
tragic  results  of  negligence  and  unworthy 
examples. 

Fortunately,  in  the  midst  of  our  New 
Year  meditations,  almost  all  of  us  can  re- 
call wholesome,  life-giving  experiences 
which  were  associated  with  righteous  con- 
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duct.  For  these  we  are  thankful,  but  we 
must  not  j)ei'iuit  such  recollections,  ex- 
hilarating as  tliey  are,  to  crowd  out  of  our 
minds  the  conscious  need  for  )'epentance. 
Nothuig  is  more  deadly  to  our  pi'ogress  than 
the  anesthetic  effect  of  gloating  over  a  few 
good  woi'ks  to  the  forgetting  of  our  many 
weaknesses 

Let  the  New  Year  be  praised  that  an- 
nually it  pricks  and  sharpens  the  conscious- 
ness of  man,  and  lu'ges  him  to  forsake  the 
ugliness  of  sin.  M;my  are  inbedted  to  the 
New  Year  for  the  sobering  effect  of  its 
humiliating  reminders. 

But  if  sorrow  for  sin,  and  genuine  le- 
pentance,  come  only  once  eacli  year,  will 
not  the  sun  if  life  set  mercilessly  upon  our 
span  (^f  wasted  years'.'  Should  not  sin  be 
rooted  out  as  quickly  as  perceived  lest  it 
place  us  beyond  the  power  of  repentance'.' 
"Why  wait  for  the  New  Year  to  make  reso- 
lutions and  to  forsake  sin  wlien  a  new  (huj 
dawns  upon  us  every  twenty-four  hours '.' 
A  new  day  is  just  as  clean  and  promising 
as  a  New  Year  and  it  is  placed  at  our  dis- 
posal in  the  ratio  of  365  to  1. 

Repent  each  day  for  the  sins  of  that  day 
and  the  sun  of  life  will  set  in  glory  and  in 
triumphant  benediction  upon  our  years. 

Improvement  Erd. 

District    Highlights From  page   1M9. 

the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Spear  on 
Thursday  evening,  November  8th.  There 
were  twelve  in  attendance  and  a  very  fine 
spirit   was   present.  At  the   meeting  the 

Bloemfontein  Sunday  School  was  organized 
with  Bi'other  Sid.  Spear  as  Superintendent 
and  his  wife,  Inez,  Sunday  School  Secre- 
tai-y,  and  Brothei'  C.  B.  Spear  as  Sunday 
School   teacher.  We    wish   this   newest 

organization  every  success  in  their  work. 
Bro.  and  Sister  F.  .  J.  Spear  and  son 
Vernon,  of  Northern  Rhodesia,  were  pre- 
sent, visiting  (■/(  route  from  Port  Elizabeth 
to  Johannesburg. 
Kimherlcy. 

The  morning  of  November  7th  the 
Mission  leaders  greatly  enjoyed  a  visit  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Grotique  and  Maud. 
We  were  very  pleased  to  find  thein  both  in 
good  health.  A  visit  was  also  made  to 
the  home  of  the  Bolleurs  family,  50, 
Warren  Street,  and  greatly  enjoyed. 


WHY   REVELATION 
TO  A  BOY? 

By  JOSEPH  S.  PEERY 

I  X  the  Assembly  Mall,  after  briefly  telling 
'  of  Joseph  Smith's  first  vision  and  the 
persecutions  following,  the  missionary  guide 
asked  the  tourists  for  their  reaction,  say- 
ing : 

A  fine  Presbytei-ian  minister  heard  the 
same  statement  you  listened  to,  then  he 
said  to  me:  "It  is  wonderful  how  you 
pe(jple  were  driven  out  into  the  wilderness. 
How  they  come  the  world  over  to  hear  your 
message. " 

Now  ,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  have  all 
heard  the  message.  Anyone  angry?  No 
one.  Instead  of  being  angry  we  will  all 
agree  on  it.  Conditions  are  entirely 
different  to-day  from  what  they  were  in 
Bible  times,  thousands  of  years  ago.  If 
the  Lord  wants  to  reveal  himself  again  he 
has  the  right  to  do  so  and  we  certainly 
need  Divine  guidance  as  much  as  at  any 
time  in  the  world's  history.  A  tourist 

remarked,  "If  it  happened  once  it  can 
happen  again."       A  young  lady  spoke  up, 

I  agree  with  you  that  the  Lord  can  reveal 
himself  again  if  he  choses  to  do  so,"  but 
why  did  he  reveal  himself  to  a  young  un- 
learned boy?  Why  did  he  not  pick  out  a 
great  celebrated  man?  " 

I  want-  you  all  to  -answer  that  question. 
Why  didn't  he?       A  young  man  spoke  up: 

The  great,  mighty,  learned,  celebrated 
man  would  have  too  much  to  unlearn." 
Any  other  answer?  A  lady  said,  "  You 
can  mould  cement  when  it  is  soft,  but  you 
cannot  do  a  thing  with  it  when  it  becomes 
hard."  Another  lady  said,  "  That  is  the 
way  the  Lord  always  does,  things."  All 
good  answers,  but  the  best  answer  I  ever 
heard  was  from  a  twelve-year-old  boy.  He 
arose  and  said:  "  Because  the  little  boy  is 
willing  to  learn."  They  all  smiled  and 
nodded  in  approval. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  lei  us  all  be  will- 
ing to  learn.  No  one  knows  it  all.  Let 
us  accept  truth  wherever  we  hear  it  and 
not  shut  our  hearts  and  souls  against  truth. 

President  Brigham  Young  said:  "The 
(Continued  in  coliinui  2,   page  142.) 
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JOSEPH  SMITH 

DmtlNCi  llir  iiioiilli  of  Drcciiibcl'  (lie 
;iimi\iU'sary  of  the  biflli  of  the 
i>r(')l)li(jl  Josi'pli  Siiiilli  will  1)L'.  obscrxfd 
tlii'ouglioiil  the  Chuivli.  He  w^s  horii 
Dccouibcr  2Hv(\,  IHOf),  in  the  town  of 
Sliai'on,  Windsor  County,  Vermont.  His 
fatluT  was  Joseph  Sniitli,  Si-nior,  and  liis 
mother  J^ucy  Mack  Smhh.  He  had  th)'ee 
sisters  and  five  brothers. 

Eady  in  life  lie  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  study  of  the  scriptures  and  diligently 
searched  k)r  trui'  form  of  worship.  Joseph 
was  humble  and  sincere  in  his  thirst  for 
I'ighleousness  and  his  reward  was  the 
glorious  visions  of  the  Father  and  His 
Hon  Jesus  Christ.  For  centuries  the 
heavens  had  been  closed  and  then  suddenly, 
in  answer  to  a  boy's  humble  prayer,  they 
were  opened  and  work  of  the  latter-day  dis- 
pensation had  begun. 

Few  mortals  have  lived  on  the  earth  that 
have  had  closer  contact  with  the  heavenly 
messengers  than  did  Joseph  Smith.  Each 
of  the  messengers  that  came  to  him  con- 
ferred their  keys  and  blessings  upon  him 
until  he  held  all  the  keys  that  pertain  to 
the  restoration  of  the  (lospel  in  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  fulness  of  times. 

He  was  God's  appointed  servant,  ])ro- 
phet  and  leader  to  introduce  anew  "  that 
sweet  story  of  old  "  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
gave  while  here  on  earth.  It  is  a  living 
story  ever  new  and  refreshing  to  those  who 
seek  and  serw.  "  If  any  man  will  do  His 
will,  he  shall  kn(A\-  of  the  doctrine,  whether 
it  be  of  God,  oi-  whether  I  s])eak  of  my- 
self." 

In  many  lands  and  climes  men  and 
women  have  heard  this  great  latter-day 
message  from  the  humble  missionaries  and 
their  hearts  have  been  made  glad  and  they 
have  been  led  into  the  way  of  eternal 
.  exaltation. 

The  prophet  Joseph  Smith's  name  is 
known  for  good  throughout  the  earth  by  the 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  He  is  honoured  and  respected  as 
one  of  God's  great  and  noble  prophets  of 
the  latter  days. 

Joseph  Smith  translated  the  Book  of 
Mormon  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God.       It 


is  a  witness  to  all  the  world  of  tlie  divine 
mission  of'  Jesus  the  Christ,  and  of  tlie 
i-estoration  of  the  Gospel.  Every  seeker 
of  truth  may  kn(jw  within  their  hearts 
whether  it  is  of  God  if  they  will  follow^  the 
counsel  contained  therein. 

Dec^ember  28rd,  1945,  will  murk  one 
linn(h('d  and  forty  years  since  this  prophet 
of  tlie  latter-day  was  born.  He  gave  his 
life,  his  blcjod  was  spilled  for  the  testimony 
of  the  (lospel  be  was  instrumental  in 
I'estoi'ing  to  the  earth.  He  lived  for  it. 
He  died  for  it.  We  shall  be  partakers  of 
the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  with  him  as 
we  ai-e  willing  to  live  for  it,  to  sacrifice  for 
it,  and  to  die  for  it  if  need  be. 

J.  B.  S. 
a   Q  

The  purpose  of  fife  is  to  believe,  not  what 
the  liours,  but  what  the  years  and  the  cen- 
turies say. — Anon.,  Church  Section,  Deseret 
Neivs. 


The  truly  educated  man  will  always  speak 
to  the  understanding  of  the  most  unlearned 
of  his  audience. — Church  Section,  Deseret 
Neivs. 


If  you  leai'n  only  the  fraction  of  the  A  of 
a  principle  practise  at  once  that  fraction  you 


have     learned.— Church 
NeiCs. 


Section,'     Deseret 


Why  Revelation  to  a  Boy? — From  page  141. 
gosjK'l  embraces  all  truth,  both  heathen  and 
Christian  and  all  scientific  truth.  I  studied 
the  gospel  day  and  night  by  sea  and  by  land 
for  twenty-two  years  and  only  got  into  the 
a  I)  c's  of  it." 

A  little  boy  is  humble,  teachable, 
obedient,  willing  to  learn  and  the  Lord  can 
use  liiiti.  That  is  why  the  Lord  chose  a 
little  boy,  Daniel;  a  little  boy,  Samuel;  a 
little  boy,  ])avid;  why  not  a  little  boy, 
Joseph  Smith? 

Paul  the  Apostle  gives  the  answer: 

"  Xot  many  wise  men  after  the  flesh,  not 
many  mighty,   not  many  noble  are  called: 

"  But  God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things 
of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise  .  .  :  the 
meek  things  to  confound  the  mighty. 

"  That  no  flesh  should  glorv  in  his  pre- 
sence."    (I  Cor.  1:26-29.) 
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Wait. 

"  All  little  boys  and  girls  tliat  want  to  go  to 
heaven,"  said  the  Sunday  School  teaclui'. 
"  please  stand  up.'' 

All  arose  but  Johnny. 

"  And  doesn't  this  little  boy  want  to  go  to 
lieaveu?  " 


"  N-not  yet." 


Instrnctor 


□     □ 


Cackle. 

Teacher:  "What  is  the  most  nseful  creature 
in  tlio  world  to  mankind?  " 

Scholar:    "  A  hen." 

Teacher:   "  How  do  you  make  that  out?  " 

Scholar:  "We  can  eat  it  before  it  is  born 
and  after  it  is   dead." 

Instructor. 

a    B 

Menu. 

The  tramp  called  at  the  door  and  asked  for 
food. 

Honsewile  .  "And  how  would  you  like  a  nice 
chop  ?  " 

Tramp:  "That  all  depends,  lady — is  it  pork, 
lamb  or  avoocI?  " 

Instructor. 
□     □ 

"  But,  Daddy,  how  do  you  know  it's  wrong, 
you    haven't   been   to  school    for   a   long   time.'' 

Instructor. 

Fishing. 

"  There's  a  boy  called  John  Simpson  work- 
ing here,  may  I  see  him?  I'm  his  grand- 
father." ■ 

"  You've  just  missed  him,  he's  gone  to  your 
funeral." 

Instructor. 
Q     Q 

Costly. 

Conductor:   "How  old  is  this  little  girl?" 
The  child:    "Mother,  I'd  rather  ])ay  tht?  fare 
and  keep  my  age  to  myself." 

Instructor. 


Uniform. 

Draftee:    "May   I    have    my    uiiifonn?" 
Sergeant:    "How   do   you    want    it — too    large 
or  too   small  ?  " 

Instructor. 

□  a 

Winner. 

Theie  were  tliree  stores  in  a  row.  On  a 
certain  day,  the  man  on  the  one  end  put  up  a 
sign  "  Fire  Sale."  The  man  on  the  other  end 
put  up  a  sign'  "  liankruptcy  Sale."  The  man 
in  the  middle  thought  Ji  while,  and  then  came 
out  with   a   sign    "  Main  Entrance." 

Instructor. 
Q     Q 

Out! 

He  dropped  around  at  a  girl's  house,  and 
as  he  ran  u])  the  steps  he  was  confronted  by 
her  little  brother. 

"Hi,  Billy." 

"  Hi,"    said  tlie  brat. 

"  Is  vour  sister  expecting  me?  " 

"Yeih." 

"  How  do  you  know?  " 

"  She's  gone  out." 

Instructor. 

□  □ 

Shut. 

Tliere  are  two  occasions  when  you  should 
keep  your  mouth  shout — when  swimming,  and 
when    angry! 

Instrnctor. 

□  G 

Two-timer. 

The  trouble  with  a  man  that  t;ikes  his  time 
is    tluit    he    takes    youi'    time    also. 

Instructor. 

□  Q 

Filings. 

Dr.  Brown:  "Have  vou  had  vour  iron 
to-day?" 

Jones:    "Yes,   I've   been   chewing    my   nails." 

Instructor, 
ra    B 

Long  Cure. 

Bill  :  "  Where  have  you  been  for  the  last  two 
years  ? 

Joe:    "At    college   taking    medicine." 
Hill:    "Did  you  finally  get  well?" 

Instructor. 
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Che  iJleaning  of  C()ris!tmas( 


T'MIS  inoiiUi  brings  Cliristiiiuji  Ew,  and 
■  into  tlu'  hearts  of  Christians  through- 
out the  world  will  creep  u  hallowed  iu- 
tluence.  Heads  will  bow  as  hearts  are 
lifted  up  in  prayer  and  gi-atitude  to  heaven, 
and  believers  in  llie  line  God  will  experi- 
ence a  feeling  of  rich  satisfaction  with 
Avhicli  no  eartiily  pleasure  can  compare. 

But  as  the  believers  everywhere  will  thus 
approach  this  sacred  anni\ersary,  tliey  will 
do  so  amid  unbelief  on  the  part  of  nearly 
t\\-o-thirds  of  the  world's  population.  Jn 
America,  a  land  dedicated  to  Christ, 
7.3,000,000  of. our  population  do  not  suffici- 
ently believe  to  even  associate  themselves 
with  any  organized  form  of  Christianity. 
What  is  Christmas  to  them  ?  As  a  matter 
of  fact,   what  is  Christmas  to  any  of  us? 

Let  us  look  squarely  at  Christmas  and 
see  what  it  really  means. 

First  of  all  it  shovld  remind  us  tJiat  there 
is  a  God,  that  he  triih/  exists  as  a  living, 
vital  Being  in  whose  i)nagc  we  are  created, 
(Did  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  his  literal 
Begotten  Son. 

Then  we  should  remember  that  (rod  so 
loved  the  woi'ld  that  he  gave  his  only  Be- 
gotten Son  tliat  whosoever  believeth  on  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life, 
which  comes  to  us  through  his  atonement 
on  Calvary.  It  was  in  order  to  make  that 
atonement  that  Jesus  was  sent  into  the 
world.  Through  it  he  banished  death,  and 
opened  the  way  whereby  men  could  again 
come  into  the  presence  of  God.  This  was 
the  reason  behhid  the  singing  of  the  angels ; 
this  was  the  factor  that  gave  rise  to  the  joy 
experienced  by  the  hosts  of  heaven  at  this 
birth.  Our   Christmas   joy   should   be    a 

reflection  of  the  joy  felt  by  the  angels,  and 
should  be  motivated  by  the  same  thought : 
the  atonement  of  Christ. 


For  centuiies  I  lie  world  had  been  in  dark- 
ness; for  centuries  believing  men  and 
\\onTien  had  looked  forward  to  the  coming 
of  the  Saviour  to  perform  his  work  of 
liberation.  When  he  was  born  at  Bethle- 
hem, therefore,  it  was  made  known  that  he 
had  come  to  do  his  great  work.  Hence  the 
rejoicing  of  the  heavenly  host. 

]t  is  with  this  thought  that  we  should 
approach  Christmas  each  year.  It  should 
be  with  fitting  joy  that  we  greet  it — joy 
arising  out  of  our  gratitude  to  him  that  he 
freely  gave  himself  as  a  sacrifice  for  us, 
that  he  willingly  died  that  we  might  gain  a 
resurrection ;  that  he  suffered  in  ipayment 
for  our  sins,  if  we  would  but  repent  and 
accept  him.  With  deepest  thanksgiving 
should  we  celebrate  the  Yuletide,  because 
through  his  coming,  Christ  provided  the 
way  of  salvation,  gave  us  the  instructions 
(or  commandments)  by  whibh  we  ma}-  be- 
come '■  perfect,  even  as  our  Father  in 
heaven  is  perfect."  Is  not  this  cause  of 
a  joyous  thanksgiving? 

Christmas,  therefore,  should  be  a  time  of 
rededication  to  His  cause ;  a  time  for  renew- 
ing our  allegiance  to  him,  a  time  for 
determining  if  oui-  lives  are  in  harmony  with 
his  teachings. 

We  will  give  gifts  in  remembrance  of  the 
Father's  gift  of  His  only  Begotten  Son;  we 
will  rejoice  over  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
willing  sacrifice  of  the  Christ.  But  let  us 
not  be  blinded  by  the  worldly  customs  that 
liave  obscured  the  real  meaning  of  the  day. 
Let  it  be  a  day  of  worship  as  well  as  of 
jov,  and  let  no  one  overlook  the  fact  that 
Cin-istmas  means  Christ,  that  Christ  means 
salvation,  and  that  salvation  comes  by 
obedience  to  his  will. 

From  The  Deseret  2\ews. 
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